Assignment 5
ICE Case Study on Conflict and Climate Change
The assignment is to create of a case study of historic, current, or near-term that looks at a particular instance of conflict and climate change.  You will develop this as a web site using Dreamweaver.  Use the ICE online template for particular formats and categories.  You will build and post the case study as part of the ICE cases.  Include at least 2 data visualization graphics, one a causal loop diagram, the other a map.   ICE Case Studies:  http://www1.american.edu/ted/ICE/iceall.html
The case study is to focus on a particular event that ties together a variety of social, environmental, political, military, and other factors.  It is meant to be impartial and objective, but at the same time to provide a framework for considering the event.

The case study uses a categorical framework that combines coding with textual descriptions.  You should both code the case for inclusion in the ICE search engine and tell the story of the event.  You will program the case study for the web using Dreamweaver.  You will naturally do the research.  You will also legally acquire or create graphics.  Moreover, you will add original causal diagrams and specialized maps to the web site.

We will initially post our case through a personal web space you have access to on your AU G: drive (your WWW folder).  I will put together a virtual conference link for all the cases.  Comments and discussion will be made through a blog or Blackbaord.  After this feedback, the final version will be posted on the ICE site.
Look at prior cases to get a sense of completed projects.  From the browser, the project is about 15 pages single-spaced.  Your graphics should all work, as other HTL features or tags, and proper formatting rules.

A Little History

The Mandala Projects is a series on online efforts that combine Online journals of categorical case studies (TED and ICE), a distance learning center called the Global Classroom, and a series of developmental projects that support the journals and distance learning. Google the names of the two databases and you will find a world of links to the Mandala Projects.  

From its start in 1992, the Trade Environment Database (TED) has produced more than 800 case studies that examine the intersection of trade and environment and other critical issues. Students, researchers, and ordinary people use TED widely. The site receives over ten million "hits" per year and has become a widely used Web resource. If you type "Trade Environment Database" into a search engine, you will find that more than 300 sites link to TED. If you type "Trade and Environment Database", you will find even more. Some case studies have received Web awards, some have been linked to online newspapers such as the Christian Science Monitor, or have served as supporting materials for PBS programs. Some TED cases have been reprinted in foreign media (such as the Nation, a Thai newspaper) and many have been used as materials for other programs and projects. Some cases have received awards for content: Elephant, Togo, and Seahorse cases. The Kidney case was reprinted in The Nation, the largest English language daily in Thailand, and the Viagra Case excerpted in an online magazine. 

The Inventory of Conflict and Environment (ICE) began in 1995 and as TED is a categorical framework for understanding cases, where environment and conflict come into contact. ICE has about 150 cases now and is a widely used resource. The CHACO case study in ICE has received several awards and an article in 2004 reports on the ICE web site as a resource for decision makers (Journal of the National Institute for the Environment). The Maldives case study on rising seas is one of the highest rated for the entire site.
These case studies form a critical part of the Global Classroom. The class has become the forerunner in distance learning efforts in general and especially at American University. It has expanded from merely posting occasional papers on the Web to a virtual conference with panels and discussants and a common Web space to communicate or discuss ideas.

ICE Case Study Coding Scheme

This is the explanation of the coding scheme.  The actual template for building a case study is at the ICE web site.  There are five conceptual parts to the case study.  These five are further broken down into individual areas of focus.  Most coding categories are nominal and the values are often categorically delimited.

I. Case Background 

1. Abstract

Provide a one paragraph overview of the case and its point.  This will be used in the search engine.

Coding Type: 
Text
2. Description

Give a general summary of the case. This should be a few pages to the issue and what occurred. The remainder of the categories should contain text that adds, almost like expanded footnotes, to what is here. You could even divide this part in sub-sections.
Coding Type: 
Text
3. Duration
What is the period for the case?  The duration should follow some minimum levels of conflict casualties.  It should be a reflection of the entire sequence of events that build up to the case of violent conflict.  This should be as specific as possible.
Begin Year:
End Year:
Duration:
Coding Type: 
Numerical
 4. Location 
Where is the location of the case study event?  This should be the actual place where the conflict in the case occurs.
Continent:
North America, South America, Europe, Asia, Africa (Sub-Sahara), MidEast, Ocean, Space, Global, Polar

Region:

North America
North, West, East, South (Central America and Caribbean)
South America 
West, East, Amazon
Europe


North, West, East, South
Asia


East, South
Africa (Sub-Sahara)
West, East, South
MidEast

North Africa, Southwest Asia 
Ocean


Atlantic, Pacific, Indian 
Space 
Global
Polar


Arctic, Antarctic

Country:

Country names follow common usage with the first letter capitalized.  For countries with names long than one word there is no space between them. 

Coding Type: 
Nominal, Delimited, and Decomposable
5. Actors 

As part of the event and the case study, who are the actors involved?  These may be countries, groups within countries, or even non-government organizations.

Sovereign Actors: (countries)
Non-sovereign actors: (non-government groups, like the Irish Republican Army in the UK)

Coding Type: 
Nominal and Delimited
II. Environment Aspects

6. Type of Environmental Problem
There are often instances where several environmental impacts may be at hand.  Deforestation is often tied to species loss.  Pollution often relates to health issues.
(a) Deforestation
(b) Habitat Loss
(c) Species Loss (Air, Land, Water)
(d) Pollution (Air, Land, Water)
(e) Climate Change
(f) Radiation
(g) Health
(h) Genetics
(i) Many 
Coding Type: 
Nominal and Delimited
7. Type of Habitat
For the location of the event, identify the type of bio-climatic habitat.  Many countries have more than one type of habitat.  Choose the one that is the largest in area of where the majority of the population lives.
(a) Tropical
(b) Temperate
(c) Dry
(d) Cool
(e) Polar
(f) Ocean
(g) Space
(h) Many
Coding Type: 
Nominal and Delimited
8. Act and Harm Sites:
The harm site is where the event occurs, so it is the location noted above.   
(a) Conflict Harm Location 
(b) The Act that inflicts harm may be physically elsewhere.

This is usually the same but may differ. A missile fired from one country could land in another. Pollution may cross national borders in sufficient amounts to cause the threat of violence.

III. Conflict Aspects

9. Type of Conflict
Conflicts are internal or external to the state.  It is however rare in today’s world where one occurs and the other does not.  You should identify the primary force in the case, but in the text expand on the other aspect of the conflict in terms of type. 

(a) International
(b) Civil

10. Level of Conflict

This category is a conceptual level that relates to a "Trigger" for a specific event that sets the conflict in motion.  It is the immediate reason to go to war.

(a) Resource Access (forest, minerals, water, energy, many)
(b) Natural Environmental Changes
(c) Human-Caused Low Environmental Changes
(d) Preparation for Conflict
(e) Military Conflict
(f) Political
(g) Infrastructure
(h) Civil
(g) Border 

11. Fatality Level of Dispute (military and civilian fatalities)

This category includes deaths, direct and indirect, civilian and military in the conflict.  Give total and then categorize according to levels of fatality.  There are two data points to report.  First, there are the total fatalities over the course or duration of the conflict.  The second is the total deaths averaged per year of fighting.

(a) High
(b) Medium
(c) Low 

IV. Environment and Conflict Overlap
12. Environment-Conflict Link and Dynamics:
This part shows the interconnectedness of the event and the factors in the case.  There is no single cause or explanation for the conflict.  This is a data visualization exercise, coupled with descriptive test.  Draw a causal diagram of the case the shows the interaction of the key factors.  Note where there are positive or negative relationships and system characteristics.  This can include direct and indirect factors.
(a) Direct (An invasion into another country) 
(b) Indirect (Support for a faction in a civil war, or monetary support to one combatant country)

Add a Causal Diagram of the factors and feedbacks in the case

13. Level of Strategic Interest

This category is an ordinal scale measure.  It represents the gamut of actors actively and heavily involved in the case and the extent of its global reach.  

(a) SubState
(b) State
(c) Bilateral
(d) Region
(e) Multilateral
(f) Global

14. Outcome of Dispute:

Who won or lost in the conflict?.  This choice should reflect the location of the event and the perspective from that actor on whose soil the conflict was fought.

(a) Victory or Loss
(b) In Progress
(c) Stalemate
(d) Yield
(e) Compromise

V. Related Information and Sources
15. Related ICE and TED Cases

Provide hyperlinks to existing cases and short descriptions of those cases. 

16. Relevant Websites and Literature

This section is a traditional and an online bibliography of sources for text and graphics, or for further information.

[name, copyright, and date of posting] 

